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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon law-cost telecommunicaL~ns services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from lookiag for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before ihe FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which w e  ,depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC i s  considezing applying "in-state" access charges and other foes on 
certain p p a i d  calling card seM'Ces. Many Latinos, parb'cularly those on h e d  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscnie to focal , 

telephoDe service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the ouly option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to tclcpbone sedce.  Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least a f h d  price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a substantial inmase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, jowl 
telephone companies to collect such cbaxges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewices substmtiaJIy Jess affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
serviceg. 

ccs: Commissioner Micbael Copps 
Commissioner Katbleen Aberniifhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

. Senator 
S cnator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comrnunicatims Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid’calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income f&lies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these oonsumers do.nat 
have a credit histoy, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ’ 
service. For *,we consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with famiry and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected Xthe prices of tbese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone; services. 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wiIl do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdcn would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding ac~ess charges to be paid to Iocal telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide tbat 
these s e w i c e s  are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps U 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin M d  
Commissioner Jonathan Addstein 
Sen- 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minoritits, low-income families, senior citizens, imm&rants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vmkty of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. F o r  these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards 'offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvant&d areas, c o n m & s  literal!y 
risk being disconnecled ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hllres are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fiumd ditectiy to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upbn those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American conmuners and decide tbat 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access chatges and ~ t b m  fees. 

Sincerely, 

cc6: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathl*en Abernathy 
Commissioner Kcwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senatar 
senator 
Congressperson 
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JuSy 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

E. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that tbe FCC not impose new hidden charges and fkes on prepaid calling card 
SeTviCBs. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
famiries rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, OT the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to day connected 
- to make phone calk to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with f h l y  and friends. Tbese cards o f k  convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if'the prices ofthese cards hmase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to colxsume~ groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such phce hikes are precisely what the FCC Will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid wds. The fees would funnel directly IO large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantidly increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communjties gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the e x o r b h t  new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmttthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Seaator 
Sen* 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael PoweIl 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 . 

445 12th streeq S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-13? 

Dear Chaiman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services, 

Minorities, low-income fhmilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay cbnnected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for &dab& housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These oards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fbes or charges. In economically disadvantaged WBS, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid &ling car& are 
indispensable to consumer p u p s  because they are an af€'dable aliernative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. ?he fees would €unnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers tbat can least &rd to 
bear it. 

Adding access chargeat0 be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and orher communities gain 
fim these services. Please stop any effort to raise rata on American conrmmers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevm Martin 
Commissioner Yoonatha Adelstein 
Senator 
Sellatar 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chahnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and ftes on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means io pay a large deposit for loa1 telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges: In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe pnces o f  these cards increase. Prepaid calhg cards are 
indispensable 10 consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireiess telephone services. 

But such price hilies are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "k-st~te~ access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fimnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the bwden would fall squareIy upon tbose consumers that can least flmd to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially incrcise tpe per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
h m  these services. Pleast stop any effort b raise rates on American consumers and decide &at 
these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Cornmissioncr Kevin M d n  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new acces charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifym 
move ;to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals tb stay in touch in their communities- 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase far pre-paid cdling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callkg cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. - 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consurnors hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pdcular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed hcomes depend mtirely upon prepaid sewice because. tbey canna 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phonexompanies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers oan make calls fidm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ''o0mectedn as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the d e r  daily appointments that w e  all have. 

I simply frnd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the natioa's Iargest telephone companies would be the largest benefician'es of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up fir consumer  interest^ over cakporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathtten Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; W C  DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing 10 k y h g  in. 
touch with family and fiends. But pending befare the FCC is a proposal that woujd introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which w e  depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

T understand that the FCC is considering applying 5n-stak" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid caIling card sehces. Many Latinos, patticularly those on fmed incomes 'or tbose 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
tefephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, mamy consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price o f  prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price hcreases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
deeoying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telepbone companies to collect sucb chatgcs, even ivhcn they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making tbese sesviots substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to hpose new access cbar~es and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

V V 
ccs: Commissioner M'chael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissionex K& Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
SCUatar 
senator 
Congressperson 



07/18/2004 06:15 FAX 

July 7,2004 

k i lo11 

Cha&an Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commissjoo 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03- 133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accompIisb many every day tasks, from Ioolriag for a job or affordable housing to stayhig in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal ihst would introduce 
new cbarges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other ccm~umm nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering appJyhg "in-state" access charges and other fkes on 
certain prepaid catling card seroices. Many Latinos, particuIarly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing. a credit history, bank a c c o m  ~d other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these pmpaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challengcs, 

As a red$ prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
caIling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial inorease in the cost of prepaid calls, 
'destroying tbe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. A l l d g  the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when They do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially Jess affordable. Please 
look out for Consumers end refuse io impose new access charges and fees on prepaid d i n g  card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and dier  minority communities rely upon low-cost te2ecommunidans services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or flordable housing to staying m ' 
touch with family and Sends. But pending befm the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationw.de. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-stale" access charges and other ftes on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on tixed incomes or those 
estabIishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscn'be to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only oPtjon available - without them, many consumers 
CDUld, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the pice of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least f f i r d  price increases, 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
desuoying the utility of call& cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telepbone companies to collect such charges, even wbcn they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus mdchg these s d & s  substantial@ less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees bn prepaid calling card 
services. . 
Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner. Michael Copps 
Cornrnissjoncr KathJeen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan A d e h h  
Senator 
Senam 
Congressperson 

http://nationw.de
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JuIy 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ' 

445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dew Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepdd'calling card 
services, 

Minorities, low-income families, senior ciiizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon d i n g  card services for B variety of needs. Many of these comumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid 'card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fliends. These cards o f k  cor.ivdence and predictable cost, as 
thee are no hidden fees or charges: In economically disadvantaged arees, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer p u p s  because they are an affordable alttrnativc to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would f i m d  dhctly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those wnsurnm that c a ~  least f i r d  to 
bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will subsianlially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calts, jeopardizing the bcnefns Latino and other cammunitics gais 
from these services. Please stop any e%rt to raise rates on Gmerican consumers and decide that 
these semices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal &nununbations Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, s.w, 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose n w  access charges and f-s upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their cornunities 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they Save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. h particuIar, many low-income 
households who are on fosed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid m i c e  because they cannot 
meet the credit'rating or hefty deposit requirements that l o d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of h i l y  members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simpIy find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. . 

Some of the nation's largest telephone companica w d d  be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges- The FCC sbo~~ld stand up for consumer iaterests over coiporatc gain by kpiw 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps u 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 

445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges iuid fees upon prepaid d i n g  cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals tn stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of  Latino househoIds use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevaleut m part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and Iow incame consumers hostage, we should 
not be f k e d  with rising telephone service costs as well. h particular, many low-income 
households who arc on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sewice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hem deposit requiremars that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls f h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay c‘connected’’ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all haw. 

I simply frnd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest tclephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries o f  such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer i n t e d  over caMmte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Matin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpssperson 
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July 7,2004 

Cbairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th s t r e  S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost f ir  minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% ofbtino households use thorn. Indeed, half ofthe hous~holds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. h pm-ticular, many low-income 
households who are on f ~ e d  incomes depend entirely upon pmpaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon WOE 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls f h n  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these d s  to stay "connected" as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daity appointments that we all hve. 

I: simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest ben&lciaries of.such 
charges. The PCC should stand up for consumer Werests aver coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid caUhg cards a priority. , 

Sincerely, 

ccs: commissiomr Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Com'issioner Jonathm Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

.-Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost o f  thest cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price hcrease for pre-paid calling cards, 
, approximately 43% of l ~ h o  households use them. Indeed, baIf of the housebolds with incomes 

below $20,000 have used prepaidcards. Prepaid calling car& are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gasand milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Jn particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service haute they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay (cmnnected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the d e r  daiIy appointments that we all have- 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telepbone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should s t a d  up for consumer inter& over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priom. 

Sincerely, 

/ Ti$@ 
as: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Ratbleen Abernnthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner lonathan Adelstein 
St%WOT 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Jdy 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RJ3: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new a-5s chargcs and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the oost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cast far minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cafds; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Prepaid cdling muds are so prevalemt in part ~ ~ C ~ U S B  
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low borne consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, m y  low-income 
households who are on fix4 incomes depend entirely upon prepaid d c e  because they o m o t  
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone cdrnpades insist upon before 
getting a phone. Wth prepaid cards, consumers can malce calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ‘connected” as we look fm 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daiIy appointments that w e  all have. 

7: simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impost new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. ”be FCC should stand up for consumer interests wer cokrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a prio~€ty. 

. 

S incwely, 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th str- S.W. 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will s-ly drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in theu  communities. 

The.Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use tbem, Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers moneyy. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Xu partidar, many low-income 
households who are on f i ed  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fkom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that w e  all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of.such 
charges- The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over coipOrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling ta priority- 

ccs: Cammissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Ksthlem Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Ma~tin 
Comniissi on er Jonathan Adel stein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fderd  Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

REI: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid d i n g  cards. If you 
move t o  increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive ap the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals b stay in touch in their commudties. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use. them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, WD should 
not be faced with rising telephone sewice costs as well. In particula, many low-income 
households who ;are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credjt rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone compSnies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls ij-om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ''conneded'' as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule numy of the other daily appohtments that we all hiwe. 

-. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. m e  FCC should stand up for consumer intercstg aver col;porate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a pnorlty. 

cc5; Cammissioner Michad Copps 
Commissioner Ratbleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senlaor 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

chaman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
4-45 12th Str& S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

008/027 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid callbg cards. If you 
move to incxease the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvmtagcd individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensirive to any price increase for prepaid caIling car& 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. €%paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save c o m e r s  money. 

With gas and milk prices aIready holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entireIy upon prepaid service because thcy cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befixe 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, comumm can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these OEUds to stay “connected” RS we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoiatrnds that we all. harve. 

I simply find it unihmginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies wouId be the Jargest ,kneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC sbow1d stand ~p for consumer interests over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid Caning cards a pnoritg. 

Sincerely, 
3 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Cornmissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose m w  access charges and fees upon prepaid calling wds.  If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities., 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calliag cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low h o m e  consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telepbone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements fhat local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can rn* calls from p q b n e s  or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "connected" as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daAy appinlmenis that we all have. 

T simply find it unimaginable tbat the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largost beneficiaries of such 
charges. "be FCC should stand up for consumer interests Over coipOrate gah by keepiug 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps. 
Commissioner W e e n  Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th. street¶ S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03- 133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvthtaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly scusitive to any price idcrease for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calling cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save bonsumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low h o m e  consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on f d  incomes depend cntirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements tbat local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make 4 1 s  ibnn payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay “connect&‘ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over mipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ws: Commissioner Michael Copbs 
Commissioner KBthlecn Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Marhin 
Commissioner Jonathan ‘Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Commqnications Commission 
445 12th stteet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

@011/027 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upm prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase tbe cost of these cards, you will simply &e up the cost for minority or . 

disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in fh& cornrnunities. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino househoAds use them. hdeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, w e  should 
not be Faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-incame 

. households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepd service besame they cannot 
meet the credit rating or befly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h r n  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and nGgbbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other d d y  appobiments that we all have. 

1 simply find i t  unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees .on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest bendciwies of such 
charges. The FCC abould s b m d  up for consumer intetesta over coiporate gain by keephg 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

c+d Commissioner ~ ichael  copps 
Commissioner M e e n  Aberrlathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Com&issioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspmon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fed erd Cornrnunicati ons Commiss jon 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cos elecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fkom lookj.ug for a job or &or&ble housing to stayhg ia 
touch with family and Sends. But pending before the FCC i s  a proposal that would invoduce 
new cbarges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fbes on 
ccrtain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subsmie to local 
telephone sewice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior cjthns, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - Without them, many consmers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone servjce. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price mcfeascs. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged cOnmmefS, Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the c a l l i ' &  to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these s d c e s  substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KarhJecn Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

. Senator 
Congressperson . 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications' Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Cbahma.n Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordabIe housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

T understand thai the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid d i n g  card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscn'be to l d  
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, -igrants, senior citizens, and others'face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone Senrjce. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

' 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cast ofprepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. A l l d g  the large, local 
telephone companies to Couect such charges, cvcm when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making tbese services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Commissioner KaWeeo A . 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


